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2 Timothy 2:23-26 

Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid 
arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 
24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but 
must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 
25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that 
God will grant them repentance leading them to a 
knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their 
senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has 
taken them captive to do his will.





Legal marijuana sales in U.S. in 2016  
(Arcview Market Research) $5.4 billion

Estimated legal marijuana sales in U.S. by 
2020 (Arcview Market Research)

$22 billion

Estimated state & local tax revenue from 
legal marijuana sales if all states legalize 

(Nerd Wallet)
$3.1 billion

Percentage of Americans who have tried 
marijuana  

(2012 National Survey on Drug Use & Health)
49%

Percentage of Americans who would like to 
see medical pot legalized  

(CBS News Poll 4/2015)
84%

Percentage of people in favor of 
legalizing recreational pot   

(2016 Gallup Poll)
58%



1.WHY do people use the  
drug?

2.What does the drug really  
do to you?

 3.  What is the “higher”          
calling? 

A “Higher” Calling



1 Peter 1:18-19

For you know that it was not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from 
the empty way of life handed down to you from your 
ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, 
a lamb without blemish or defect.



1 Peter 4:3-5

For you have spent enough time in the past 
doing what pagans choose to do—living in 
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, 
carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are 
surprised that you do not join them in their 
reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on 
you. 5 But they will have to give account to 
him who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead.



1 Corinthians 6:12

“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but 
not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to 
do anything”—but I will not be mastered by 
anything.







Beneficial?  

1. Marijuana impairs short term memory and judgment

2.   Marijuana use in teens negatively impacts brain development  

3.  Marijuana use by teen males increases risk of testicular cancer

4.  Several studies have linked marijuana use to increased risk for psychiatric 
disorders, including psychosis (schizophrenia), depression, anxiety, and 
substance use disorders.

5.   Marijuana is addictive. 

Source:  National Institute on Drug Abuse





1. “I am not responsible for my condition.   This is a disease.” 
 
2.  “I can stop using whenever I want to.”

3.  “My situation is unique.   You can’t help me because you don’t understand 
what I have been through.”

4. “I have a steady job and a family, so I don’t have a real problem.”

5. “I haven’t used for a while, so I can use just a little without it being a 
problem.”

Mind of an Addict

Declan Joyce,  Some Sat in Darkness



Although they do not produce tobacco smoke, e-cigarettes still contain 
nicotine and other potentially harmful chemicals. Nicotine is a highly 
addictive drug, and recent research suggests nicotine exposure may also 
prime the brain to become addicted to other substances. Also, testing of 
some e-cigarette products found the vapor to contain known carcinogens 
and toxic chemicals (such as formaldehyde and acetaldehyde), as well as 
potentially toxic metal nanoparticles from the vaporizing mechanism. 

Source:  National Institute on Drug Abuse



Without God

Bitterness and hatred

Sadness

Anxiety

Cruelty

Powerlessness



Romans 7:18-20

18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in 
my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what is good, but 
I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, 
but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now 
if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but 
it is sin living in me that does it.



Romans 7:24-25

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body 
that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!



Sinful Nature Fruit of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22)

Bitterness and hatred Love 

Sadness Joy

Anxiety Peace, Patience

Cruelty Kindness, Goodness, 
Gentleness

Powerlessness Self-Control



Matthew 11:28-30 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”


